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 Is renewable energy really viable in Michigan? 

 Why should we do it? 

 Barriers? 

 Solutions?  

 

 





Renewable energy is energy generated from 
natural resources—such as sunlight, wind, rain, 
tides and geothermal heat—which are 
renewable (naturally replenished) in a human 
lifespan or less and cause the least harm.  

Renewable energy technologies range from 
solar power, wind power, hydroelectricity/micro 
hydro, biomass and biofuels for transportation. 













(REN21 REPORTS: http://www.ren21.net/ ) 



 Michigan ranks seventh on a list of states with the most toxic 
air pollution from power plants, but those emissions dropped by nearly 
a third, according to an analysis released Thursday from the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 

 The state emitted 15.5 million pounds of toxic chemicals in 2010, 
accounting for 5 percent of toxic pollution from all U.S. power plants, 
the NRDC reported. 

 
Sources: U.S. EPA Toxic Release Inventory (2010 data), accessed May 2012; U.S. EPA National 
Electric Energy Data System Database v.4.10 (2010);  





• Michigan also took an important step to tap into its tremendous 
energy efficiency potential in 2008. By ramping up annual savings of 
1% by 2012. And by requiring 10% RE by 2015. 

• Electric utilities' exceeded their annual targets and achieved lifecycle 
savings of at least $936 million in energy costs.  

• A savings of 4 to 1 for every dollar invested (MI PSC 2013b) 

 





• A recent report from the Governor's office found that Michigan 
could cost effectively achieve at least 30% renewable energy 
with in-state resources while maintaining reliability 
(Quakenbush and Bakal 2013). 

 
• Increasing the Renewable Energy Standard to this level would 

place Michigan among the national leaders and build on the 
1.8 billion that has already been invested in local renewable 
energy projects through 2012 (MI PSC 2013a). 

 



 New model for electric utilities 
 
◦ Distributed resources may include generation, storage, energy efficiency 

and energy management, all of which lead to fewer electrons purchased 
from utilities. As utilities sell less electricity, revenues dwindle, yet they 
still have the fixed cost of maintaining the grid.  
 

◦ Net-metering customers are not covering the cost of having the grid to 
serve them; the same grid that allows them to sell their excess energy,” 
says Irene Dimitry, vice president of marketing  and renewables at DTE 
Energy . “Quite frankly, people who have distributed renewable resources 
are using the grid more than the average customer, because they’re using 
it when they buy utility power and when they’re selling power. We feel 
everybody should pay their fair share of keeping the grid up and running 
and reliable.”   
 

◦ There has been a nation wide push back from the coal, oil and other large 
resource providers.  



 

 Fossil fuel and utility interests, concerned about the rise of 
cheap clean energy, are financing attacks on pro-clean 
energy policies in an effort to delay the growth of their 
competition in the marketplace.  

 

 The Koch Brothers and their allies want to continue selling as 
much coal, oil, and gas as possible - and in their effort to 
rollback clean energy policies, are spreading falsehoods 
about the energy market. 

 

(By Gabe Elsner, Founder & Executive Director of Energy & Policy Institute) 



 Contact your State Representatives  
◦ Michigan Republicans announced this week that they do not 

support higher renewable energy targets and that they will 
seek to eliminate energy efficiency standards from state law. 
 

◦ Nesbitt also takes a different approach to PA 295 by amending 
what could be defined as renewable energy. Under his plan, 
that would include municipal solid waste like scrap tires and 
any kind of trees and wood for biomass, not just those 
“derived from sustainably managed forests or procurement 
systems,” as is specified in the current law. 

 
◦ Democrats this week pitched their own plan that doubles the 

RPS to 20 percent over the next seven years, the same amount 
of time it took Michigan to reach its 10 percent goal this year 
under a 2008 renewable energy law. 



Questions?? 

 


