3-22-14
Ryan White, Director of FYS
Curtis Gruenler, Director of Gen Ed

FYS Objectives Revision Proposal

Proposal summary: The 8 current FYS objectives reflect a number of core objectives that embody defining
characteristics of the seminar experience, alongside a number of important but more supplemental and
optional objectives. It can be helpful to highlight this distinction by sorting the objectives into “core” and
“recommended” groups. Additional minor wording tweaks to synthesize and update how FYS language and
practice have evolved since 1998 are discussed. The proposal is intended not as an overhaul of FYS
objectives and practice, but rather a minor updating of organization and language. The only
recommendation that moves beyond this minor scope includes the development of 1 new recommended
objective aimed at increasing cultural appreciation in students.

Original FYS Objectives - Students will:
Explore an intellectually important topic with an instructor and with peers.
Read primary texts critically.
Discuss primary texts in a seminar format.
Investigate specific topics and write up their conclusions in an expository paper.
Present their ideas for discussion and critical reflection.
Where appropriate, engage in problem-solving in a small group context.
Attend out-of-class events and discuss them in class.
Learn about the purposes of a liberal arts education, including personal and intellectual development as
well as professional and career preparation.

O N A WNE

Proposed FYS Objectives Revisions:
CORE Objectives - Students will...

1. Explore anintellectually important topic with an instructor and with peers.

2. Read primary texts critically and discuss them in a seminar format.

3. Investigate specific topics and communicate their understanding through an appropriate form of writing
or other medium (e.g. oral presentation, digital media).

4. Present their ideas for discussion and critical reflection.

5. Learn about the purposes of a liberal arts education, including personal and intellectual development as
well as vocational discernment and career preparation.

Recommended Objectives - Students will...

1. [New] Develop an appreciation for cultural similarities and differences and how they affect our
interactions with others in our global society.

2. Where appropriate, engage in problem-solving in a small group context.

3. Attend out-of-class events and discuss them in class as part of being introduced to the college as an
intellectual community.

Rationale for Minor FYS Objectives Revisions:

e FYS was asked to reconsider our objectives. The provost along with the “First Year Experience” ad-hoc
group (commissioned by the provost in 2013) asked FYS and General Education to consider whether FYS
might be one of the places where Hope address some of our campus-wide deficiencies in cross cultural
understanding and communication. The provost also advised that minor changes be written by the
Directors of FYS and General Education and proposed to the Academic Affairs Board, whereas
foundational changes would require extended faculty input.

e Some of the original objectives are more central to the defining characteristics of a seminar, while
others are more supplemental, do not make sense for all FYS topics, and have for years (we think
appropriately) been presented and practiced as recommended options. These distinctions led us to the
consideration of two categories of objectives — “core” and “recommended.”
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Response to Academic Affairs Board Questions Ryan White, Director of FYS

4-10-14

Regarding the FYS Objectives Revision Proposal Curtis Gruenler, Director of Gen Ed

Question #1 - Should the new objective for developing an appreciation for cultural similarities/differences and
their impact on interactions with others in a global society be a core instead of recommended objective?

We strongly believe, at least in the immediate future, that the cultural objective should be recommended
only.

FYS courses are taught by a college-wide range of faculty, with varying strengths and expertise, which may or
may not include immediate skills in facilitating cultural appreciation.

There are intentionally few directives about subject matter in the core FYS objectives (other important areas
could have been included, such as introduction to Christianity, the importance of service, ethics, etc). We
hesitate to promote one important value-infused area as a core objective required of all, as we hope to retain
a high degree of faculty autonomy in developing their topic and course.

The recommended approach recognizes the need for Hope College in this cultural area and encourages
development of related conversations and resources without prescribing a content package for everyone
and/or precluding the development of other topics and direction.

In conversations with skilled instructors from Global Learning and the Global Fellows Program, we were
advised to not include this as a core recommendation. There is genuine concern that some instructors,
particularly without significant additional experience and training, could do more harm than good in this area.
One notable means for supporting this objective is the Global Fellows Program, which has a limited capacity
and cannot include all FYS faculty.

Global Learning is already covered in the gen ed curriculum. In FYS we envision that some faculty will include
minor resources and conversations in support of this objective, in a way that seeks to introduce cultural
appreciation and global perspectives, to provide an introduction to rather than a replacement of a GL course
those students will still take in the future.

Question #2 - Should the core communication objective be relaxed to include not (“only”) writing, but also
other media (oral, digital, etc)?

The revised objective seeks to broaden the means by which students communicate their understanding and
perspectives from course content. This could include any appropriate writing approaches, or oral approaches,
or multi-media approaches that the faculty deems most applicable for their course and for their skillset. We
do not want to add specific mediums of expertise (e.g. expository writing instruction) to the faculty list of
requirements, or areas for students to master, particularly in a 2-credit course.

FYS is not one of Hope’s designated writing intensive courses. The Director of Writing (also an FYS instructor)
agreed that a more generous writing and communication objective seemed most appropriate for FYS, and
advised us on the suggested changes.

Past practice demonstrates that specific forms for writing, such as the expository paper, simply do not happen
universally. The FYS faculty realize (and are encouraged) to focus on the essential components of the class,
such as critical engagement, discussion, and reflection on important intellectual topics. The modality to
facilitate these components are secondary.

Question #3 - How will the Senior Seminar exercise of reflecting back on the FYS essay be carried out if there is
no FYS written essay?

FYS students will still be required to write their liberal arts essay. The essay is not explicitly included in the
objectives (though it is an assignment in support of core objective 5), as the learning objectives do not include
all common experiences (another common experience for example not in the objectives would be the library
session visit).



