3-22-14
Ryan White, Director of FYS

FYS ObjeCtIVGS Revision Proposal Curtis Gruenler, Director of Gen Ed

Proposal summary: The 8 current FYS objectives reflect a number of core objectives that embody defining
characteristics of the seminar experience, alongside a number of important but more supplemental and
optional objectives. It can be helpful to highlight this distinction by sorting the objectives into “core” and
“recommended” groups. Additional minor wording tweaks to synthesize and update how FYS language and
practice have evolved since 1998 are discussed. The proposal is intended not as an overhaul of FYS
objectives and practice, but rather a minor updating of organization and language. The only
recommendation that moves beyond this minor scope includes the development of 1 new recommended
objective aimed at increasing cultural appreciation in students.

Original FYS Objectives - Students will:
Explore an intellectually important topic with an instructor and with peers.
Read primary texts critically.
Discuss primary texts in a seminar format.
Investigate specific topics and write up their conclusions in an expository paper.
Present their ideas for discussion and critical reflection.
Where appropriate, engage in problem-solving in a small group context.
Attend out-of-class events and discuss them in class.
Learn about the purposes of a liberal arts education, including personal and intellectual development as
well as professional and career preparation.

O N A WNER

Proposed FYS Objectives Revisions:
CORE Objectives - Students will...

1. Explore an intellectually important topic with an instructor and with peers.

2. Read primary texts critically and discuss them in a seminar format.

3. Investigate specific topics and communicate their understanding through an appropriate form of writing
or other medium (e.g. oral presentation, digital media).

4. Present their ideas for discussion and critical reflection.

5. Learn about the purposes of a liberal arts education, including personal and intellectual development as
well as vocational discernment and career preparation.

Recommended Objectives - Students will...

1. [New] Develop an appreciation for cultural similarities and differences and how they affect our
interactions with others in our global society.

2. Where appropriate, engage in problem-solving in a small group context.

3. Attend out-of-class events and discuss them in class as part of being introduced to the college as an
intellectual community.

Rationale for Minor FYS Objectives Revisions:

e FYS was asked to reconsider our objectives. The provost along with the “First Year Experience” ad-hoc
group (commissioned by the provost in 2013) asked FYS and General Education to consider whether FYS
might be one of the places where Hope address some of our campus-wide deficiencies in cross cultural
understanding and communication. The provost also advised that minor changes be written by the
Directors of FYS and General Education and proposed to the Academic Affairs Board, whereas
foundational changes would require extended faculty input.

e Some of the original objectives are more central to the defining characteristics of a seminar, while
others are more supplemental, do not make sense for all FYS topics, and have for years (we think
appropriately) been presented and practiced as recommended options. These distinctions led us to the
consideration of two categories of objectives — “core” and “recommended.”
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